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1. 13 This communication is responsive to 3/1/2004 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 41^46.48-54 6? anrt 71.7* 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Veronica Malon on 4/27/2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

The amendment after final filed March 1 , 2004 has been entered. 

Claims 13-18, 28, 33^0, 63-70, nonelected without traverse, have been 
cancelled. 

Claims 71 and 72, drawn to methods of use of allowable products, have been 
rejoined and examined. Claim 71 has been amended as shown on the attached page. 

In the specification, the priority information and the brief description of the 
drawings have been amended as shown in the attached page. 

Claims 41-46, 48-54, 62, 71-75 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mary E. Mosher, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 571- 
272-0906. The examiner can normally be reached on M-T and alternate F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Housel can be reached on 571-272-0902. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Claim 71 has been amended as follows: 

71 . (amended) A method for detecting the presence of a bacterium 
comprising a nucleic acid encoding a streptococcal binding protein comprising: 

(a) contacting a sample in which the presence emotivity of the bacterium is 
suspected with the oligonucleotide of claim 46; and 

(b) detecting whether hybridization has occurred between the oligonucleotide 
and the nucleic acid; wherein detection of hybridization indicates that the presence of 
activ i ty of the bacterium in the sample. 



Amendments to the specification: 

Page 1 of the specification was amended on May 1, 2001, replacing the 
paragraphs between the title and the "Field of the invention" with two substitute 
paragraphs. The first of these two paragraphs has now been replaced with the 
following paragraph: 

The present application is a divisional of copending Serial No. 08/847,065, filed 
Mav 1 - 1997 - now U.S. Patent 6 ?45 335, which is a non-provisional application 
claiming priority to Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/016,632 filed May 1, 
1996, the disclosures of which are hereby incorporated by reference in their entireties. 
Applicants claim the benefits of these applications under 35 U.S.C. §§119 (e) and 120. 

On specification page 17, lines 9-10 have been replaced with: 

FIGURE 10. Comparison of amino terminal sequence of 50 kDa protein (SEQ ID 
NO: 12) with B. subtilis enolase (SEQ ID NO: 131 

On specification page 17, lines 21-30 have been replaced with: 

FIGURE 14. DNA Sequence comparison of DNA for the 50 kDa protein (SEQ ID NO: 
14} and B. subtilis enolase (SEQ ID NO: 15). The sequences were 74% identical. 

FIGURE 1 5. Deduced amino acid sequence comparison for the 50 kDa protein (SEQ 
ID NQ: 16 ) and B subtilis enolase (SEQ ID NO' 17) These sequences were 72% 
identical, with 85% positives. 



